350           FORTY-FIVE YEARS  UNDER THE FLAG

day would indicate clearly the relative position of each force.
It was interesting as an exhibit of the gradual daily falling back
of the Spanish force towards San Juan, the point chosen orig-
inally for the embarkation of the Spanish troops.

The lack of steamers to facilitate the Spanish embarkation
occasioned some delay, and when these were supplied there was
a disposition to overcrowd them with women and children, who
always made a large proportion of Spanish garrisons in the
provinces. But for this fact the evacuation of the island would
have been hastened. Notwithstanding this defect in accommo-
dation in their system of transportation, the island was practi-
cally evacuated by October 18th. The few troops remaining
at the time were regarded as the guests of the United States
for a day or two afterwards, to await one of the transatlantic
liners.

About the 7th or 8th of October the American commission
addressed a telegram to the President setting forth the general
condition of the island and the troops still remaining to be sent
to Spain. It suggested that a specific day, October 18th,, be
named when the island would be taken over to the control of
and government by the United States. This suggestion was ap-
proved by the President, in a telegram received the same day,
naming the 18th as the date when the island was to pass over
to the control and authority of our Government. These instruc-
tions of the President were at once transmitted to the Spanish
commission and were accepted with some manifestation of irrita-
tion, but when it was explained that, if the evacuation was not
entirely completed on the date named, those remaining would
be regarded as guests and afforded every security and protection
as such until a steamer then en route from Spain should arrive,
they reluctantly accepted the situation and as gracefully as
possible.

A careful program of ceremonies to be observed on the occa-
sion of the formal occupation of the island was prepared by
the commission, and at noon on October 18, 1898, absolute occu-
pation was consummated. The event being one of vast impor-
tance to the inhabitants was commemorated by a parade of
American troops, the hoisting of the American colors over the
public buildings and fortifications of San Juan, and a salute ofcan flag at the
